
	


Public Lecture
Economic Growth, Structural Transformation and Employment: Which Pathway? 
By Dr. Rizwanul Islam 
Dear All,

The Department of Economics and Social Sciences (ESS) of BRAC University cordially invites you to the Public Lecture by Dr. Rizwanul Islam. The lecture Economic Growth, Structural Transformation and Employment: Which Pathway? will be held on Tuesday, 6 March, 2018, at 3.00 pm in BRACU Auditorium at Mohakhali.
Rizwanul Islam is former Special Adviser, Employment Sector, International Labour Office, Geneva. He has also taught Economics at Dhaka University. He did his Ph.D. in Economics at the London School of Economics and Political Science, and has published a number of books and articles in peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes. His recent books include (i) Employment and Inclusive Development (jointly with Iyanatul Islam), Routledge, London, 2015, and (ii) two books in Bengali – one on development economics and another on employment and labour market in a development perspective – both published by the University Press Limited, Dhaka. His current research focuses on (i) structural transformation and absorption of surplus labour, and (ii) the employment challenge in the context of SDGs. 
The lecture will feature the connection between economic growth, productive employment, better living and structural transformation. Drawing the historical experience of the developed countries and those that recently succeeded in their development efforts, the lecture will discuss the common pattern in their structural transformation and explain the absorption of surplus labor. By making a comparative analysis of East, South-East and South Asian countries the lecture will explain the failure in absorption of surplus labor by the latter and address questions on alternative pathways to these issues. The key questions that the lecture will try to discuss are:

· Does the modern sector in dual economy models have to mean manufacturing, or it can be interpreted more flexibly to include other sectors like trade, services, etc.? 

· Is transfer of surplus labour from traditional to modern sector synonymous with migration from rural to urban areas or workers may be able to find higher productivity employment in rural (or semi-urban) non-farm activities? 

If answers to the above questions indicate the existence of alternative ways of attaining structural transformation and of reaching the Lewis turning point in dual economies, the question of their speed and effectiveness would remain. 

Your presence will be highly appreciated and inspirational. We look forward to seeing you at the event.

With warm regards,

ATM Nurul Amin, PhD
Professor and Chairperson
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