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As significant gaps in knowledge and
professional development exist in the
education sector in Bangladesh, IED-BRACU
was established in 2003 under the auspice of
BRAC University as a mission to address
critical issues surrounding education and
development. In particular, IED-BRACU
recognizes the need to improve educational
quality in order to achieve human
developmental goals. Since the Inception
Phase in 2005, which was primarily supported
by BRAC, IED-BRACU has effectively
operated from February 2006 to December
2010 as a beneficiary of joint support from the
EKN (Embassy of the Kingdom of
Netherlands) and SDC (Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation).

IED conducts its operation through five groups
(other than administration). The groups are -
Research and Development, Professional
Development, Curriculum Development and
Research, Academic Program: MEd in
Educational Leadership, Planning and
Management, and Early Childhood
Development and Resource Centre.

The research group has been engaged in action
research and also doing collaborative research
with CREATE (Consortium for Research on
Educational Access, Transitions and Equity).
Under the action research project, it is
working with Registered Non Government
Primary Schools (RNGPSs) and students of

RNGPS school for the action research

Institute of Educational D_ersity (IED-BRACU)

secondary level who are either disadvantaged
primary school graduates or dropped-out
students and unable to attend mainstream
secondary school. Another action research
project is on inclusive education with National
Academy for Educational Management
(NAEM), GoB.

The central purpose of the professional
development group is to add value to the
current capacity development initiative under
the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education
(MoPME). The two target institutions that this
group is working with are the Directorate of
Primary Education (DPE) and the National
Academy for Primary Education (NAPE).

The curriculum development and research
group is directly working with the National
Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB). The
academic group is responsible for offering a
Masters in Education in Educational
Leadership, Planning and Management. In the
first cohort, 15 government Education
Officials (five Upazila Education Officers and
ten Assistant Upazila Education Officers) out
of the total of 21 participants were chosen to
attend the one-year intensive MEd program,
granting them one year’s study leave with pay.
The government MEd participants were
awarded a full scholarship which covers their
tuition fees and living costs in Dhaka. The
second cohort started with 29 participants
where 26 are from GoB. ECDRC is offering

Head Teacher Training at BRACU Savar Campus

Masters of Science (MSc) in Early Childhood
Development (ECD), Post Graduate Diploma
and Post Graduate Certificate course in ECD.

Capacity development of IED staff, GoB
and non government organizations
(Training/Workshops, Higher Studies)

Capacity building is an ongoing part of IED’s
work. Only the major training/workshops
(2010) are highlighted below:

January/ February

- ECDRC organized a 7-day accredited short
course from 23 - 29 January on child
development for the GoB professionals of the
Integrated Community Development Project
(ICDP). The aim was to contribute in the
capacity building activity of the national
system. It was a 3 credit and 42 hours course.

- In collaboration with NCTB’s Primary Wing
a facts-finding workshop with primary
teachers and students was held on 28
February, 2010 where 36 students from 35
districts represented the mainstream students
as well as the indigenous population of our
country. This was organized by the curriculum
development and research group of IED.

March

- ECDRC conducted an accredited short
course from 21 — 31 March, 2010. A total of
21 participants from NAEM and different
NGOs were present at the course. This was
done as the capacity building initiative of GoB
and other NGOs working in the field of ECD.

- EDUS5O05: ‘Principles of Curriculum and the
Development of Learning Materials Course’
took place at NAEM where in addition to
MEd students, 12 NAEM staff and faculty
were invited to take this course. The course
was followed by a field visit to different
schools and educational programs in Rangpur.
The visit included both mainstream and

alternatives (e.g. BRAC, RDRS, and
CARITAS) in order to understand the nature
of curriculum and its implementation practice.
The field visit experience was later presented
through ‘Mela’. Through this outreach
strategy, IED’s relationship with the
government bodies working in the field of
education has improved significantly and
efforts are on-going to build on these
relationships in other areas as well.

- EDU 507: ‘Leaders as Learners: How
Children and Adults Learns’; as part of this
course, the first week of sessions took place
outside Dhaka at National Academy for
Primary Education (NAPE) in Mymensingh,
with seven of NAPE faculty and staff
participating. This course developed the
participants’ in-depth understanding of
learning and engaged them with new research
and thinking about how the brain functions
and shapes children and adults’ learning and
development. The course encouraged the
participants to compare different theoretical
orientations on learning, explore their own
theory of how learning takes place, and
integrate theories and research into teaching
and management practices.

- An orientation on 'Early Childhood Care and
Development program management' was held
at Begum Rokeya Conference Hall, RDRS,
Rangpur. ECDRC group members facilitated
this training program from 13 — 18 March,
2010. This was organized by CAMPE,
Bangladesh ECD Network Secretariat, Sub
regional Committee of BEN (Rajshahi
Region) and RDRS Bangladesh. Twenty four
participants from 12 different organizations of
BEN network from Rajshahi division
participated in the training. The discussion
was focused on the early childhood
development, child development theory, brain
development, developmental domains,
importance of play in child development,
creativity, role of parents, family members and
community etc.
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Based on an online interactive course ‘Science
of Early Childhood Development’ of Red
River College (RRC), Canada, a short course
on ‘Developmental Health and Brain
Development’ was developed and conducted at
ECDRC. International faculty of Red River
College and regular faculties of ECDRC
facilitated the course.

July

A workshop on ‘Child to Child Approaches’
was held in collaboration with the Institute of
Education, University of London where 24
participants from IED and other national
including government and international
agencies were present. The facilitator was
from the Child to Child Trust, London. The
course was organized to build capacity of IED
staff by learning about the theoretical aspects
of the Child to Child Approach and by being
able to translate their theoretical knowledge
into practice.

October

- One IED staff received training on emotional
learning.

- ECDRC staff received training on research
methodologies.

November

- 15-20 staff participated in a workshop
facilitated by Dr. Wilfred J. Perera, National
Institute of Education, Sri Lanka November.
This was for the group working on
RNGPSs.

- 15-20 staff participated in the Curriculum
Workshop facilitated by Professor Robin
Alexander, University of Cambridge. The
purpose of this was to develop capacities on
curriculum review.

- Other than the above list, 4 IED staff were
given the opportunity to do their masters in
2009 — 2010 and one staff is currently doing
an International Professional Doctorate in
Education under the University of Sussex.

Field Based Workshops

A total of 7 listening workshops were held with
GoB officials, teachers, Head Teachers (HT),
Upazila Education Officer (UEQO), Assistant
Upazila Education Officer (AUEO), madrasa
students and education professionals. During this
reporting period, a series of 3 educational needs
assessment workshops with 67 head teachers of
Registered Non-government Primary Schools in
remote geographical areas, were carried out to
gain a deeper understanding of contextual
realities and to reflect upon a comprehensive
analysis of locally evolved educational needs in
terms of knowledge, skills, attitudes, beliefs,
values and performance levels of schools.
Building upon these initiatives, another 3 days
information needs assessment workshop was
organized with 28 head teachers to ensure a
“step-by-step” process where participants were
expected to articulate and divide all the
substantial needs, identified in the previous group
assessments, into smaller and specific needs.

Collaboration with DPE

Subir Shukla facilitated an experience sharing
workshop on generic training from 18-20
February. This was the first workshop. The main
purpose of the generic training was to
progressively develop training skills, which
include training needs assessment, designing,
pre-testing, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation. The trainees would then be able to
design any form of training for stakeholders
within primary education with the support of
content knowledge. The first workshop was a
combination of a current situation analysis and
training needs assessment of the primary
education sector. Following the workshop the
participants were given practical work, which
was presented in the second workshop.

Second experience sharing workshop on Trainers
Pool was held from 23 -25 April, 2010 where the
workshop emphasized designing and conducting
training. This was a continuation of the same
series facilitated by Subir Shukla. IED personnel,
Assistant Thana Education Officers (TEOs) and
other representative from GoB from Upazila

Resource Centers (URCs), Primary Teachers’
Training Institute (PTIs), National Academy for
Primary Education (NAPE) were present in the
workshop.

The third experience sharing workshop by
Subir Shukla on Trainers Pool took place
during the month of July where the
participants were also from the above list and
the workshop was focused on preparing a
training implementation plan. The fourth
experience sharing workshop which was held
between September and October focused on
developing monitoring, evaluation and
reporting system to ensure effectiveness of
training. It is to be mentioned that IED
submitted a proposal in November 2010 to
MoPME for capacity building of Head
Teachers and AUEOs through delivery of 10
day short courses. This proposal has been
accepted on principle by MoPME. IED plans
to involve members of the trainers’ pool in the
implementation of the short courses.

Conference
April

Dr. Manzoor Ahmed, Senior Advisor participated
as a resource person in the Mid-decade World
Conference on Education for Sustainable
Development, Bonn, Germany from 31 March —
2 April, 2010.

December

- South Asia Regional Conference on Early
Childhood Development was held at
Bangabandhu International Conference
Center, Dhaka from 7-9 December, 2010. It
was jointly organized by Asia Pacific
Regional Network for Early Childhood
(ARNEC) and Bangladesh ECD Network
(BEN). The BEN secretariat is at [ED. IED
staff were involved in the design and in
organizing the conference along with BEN
and ARNEC. The Minister of Primary and
Mass Education of the Government of
Bangladesh, Dr. Md. Afsarul Ameen MP
inaugurated the event and Dr. Shirin Sharmin
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Chaudhury, State Minister, Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs was the Chief
Guest at the closing session. More than four
hundred participants attended the conference
from different countries of the South Asia
Region. ECD experts from around the world
participated in the conference.

ECD Conference Inaugural Ceremony

- Dr. Manzoor Ahmed, Senior Advisor of IED
was invited as a resource person at the Sixth
World Conference on Adult Learning and
Education, Belem, Brazil, 1 — 4 December,
2010. He contributed to the drafting of the
Confintea VI Declaration on Adult Learning
and Education.

Symposium and seminars on important
education policy concerns

February

A seminar was held in February 2010 on
‘Leaders as Learners’ which was conducted by
Professor Virginia Roach, George Washington
University. IED staff and representatives from
GoB were present at the seminar.

April

- Global Action Week Seminar was held on 19
April, 2010 Education Policy, Education
Financing, and National Expectations. IED
made a review of keynote presentations. The
Minister of Education was the Chief Guest.

- Another global Action Week Seminar was held
on 22 April, 2010. This seminar focused on
the Right to Education for Marginalized
Children. The State Minister of Primary and
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Mass Education was the Chief Guest. The
discussion was moderated by Dr. Manzoor
Ahmed, Senior Advisor at [IED-BRACU.

November

Bafed- UNESCO symposium- 22 November,
2010. IED made a presentation on
“Implementation of Education Policy -
Instrumental Role of the Sixth Plan.” The
adviser to the PM on Education and Social
Affairs was present.

Course completed up to December 2010
January

- EDUS504: Research Methods 1: Reading
Research and Writing Reports (1st cohort).

- ECDS524: School Readiness (2nd cohort)
(January-February).

February

EDUS503: Creating Learning Organizations:
Leadership, Planning and Management (1%
cohort MEd).

March

- EDUS5O0S: Principles of Curriculum and the
Development of Learning Materials (1st
cohort MEd) (Feb. — Mar.).

- EDU507 Leaders as Learners: How Children
and Adults Learn (1st cohort MEd).

- ECD520: Program Design and an
Introduction to Research (2nd cohort)
(March-April).

Dr. Mainus Sultan, faculty, MEd, University of
Massachusetts Amherst, with the students at
BRACU Savar Campus

April

EDUS506: Leaders as Learners: Leading
People in Educational Institutions.

- EDUS509 The Whole School Improvement
Approach: How Can We Make It Work?
(1st cohort MEd) (April - May).

- The second cohort of ECD enrolled in
diploma during this month.

May - June

- EDU601: Improving Outcomes in
Bangladeshi Schools: A Case Study (1st
cohort MEd).

- EDU602: Research Methods 2: Planning
and Preparing Research (1st cohort MEd).

- ECD529: Research Methods: An
Introduction to Basic Principles -
Postgraduate Diploma (2nd cohort).

June — August
- EDUG603: Masters Thesis.

-  The 1st cohort completed (Total 21
participants of which 15 were from the
government) the MEd in Educational
Leadership, Planning and Management
program in August 2010.

- The first cohort of the MSc. in Early
Childhood Development completed their
masters in August 2010.

- ECDS527: Individualized Teaching and
Learning — Postgraduate Diploma (2nd
cohort) (June - July).

September

The 2nd cohort of the MEd. started with 29

participants (26 from govt.). The
orientation was held at IED. The English
Language Course and Basic IT Course for
the participants were held between
September and October.

ECD528: Policy Development and
Advocacy — Postgraduate Diploma (2nd
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Visit to IED by International Resource Persons during 2010

Name of the consultant

Groups consultants
worked with

Dr. Mainus Sultan, University of Massachusetts Amherst

MEd. Program

Dr. Cristine Smith, University of Massachusetts Amherst

MEd. Program

Dr. Carolyn A. Brown, George Washington University

MEd. Program

Jaddon Park, University of Toronto

MEd. Program

Dr. Virginia Roach George Washington University

MEd. Program

Health, Columbia University

Dr. Cassie Landers, Assistant Professor, School of Public

MSc. Program

Public Health, Columbia University

Dr. Faith Lamb Parker, Assistant Professor, School of

MSc. Program

Dr. Steffen Saifer, Director, Child and Family Program,
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, Portland

MSc. Program

Lanka

Dr. Indrani Talagala, Ex Dean, Open University, Sri

MSc. Program

Dr. De nnis Melone, SIL, Thailand

Curriculum Development
and Research

Subir Shukla, international consultant, India

Professional Development

Lanka

Dr. Wilfred J. Perera, National Institute of Education Sri

Professional Development
and Action Research

Shad Moarif, independent consultant, Mathematics

Curriculum  Development
and Research

Professor Robin Alexander, Univeristy of Cambridge Curriculum  Developm ent

and Research

Publications
May

The Professional Development group Team
Leader and the Senior Advisor prepared a
monograph titled “How Diversity in Provisions
Can Help Access to Primary Education: The Case
of Bangladesh,” and was selected for publication
by University of Sussex under CREATE
Pathways to Access.

July

CREATE Bangladesh Community and School
Study (ComSS).

October

School Drop Out in Bangladesh: New insights
from Longitudinal Evidence, CREATE PTA

Age in Grade Congruence and Progression in
Basic Education in Bangladesh, CREATE PTA.

November

- Educational Access in Bangladesh, Country
Research Summary.

- Equity and Access to Education in Bangladesh,
Bangladesh Policy Brief.

December

- Poverty and Equity: Access to Education in
Bangladesh, CREATE PTA.

- ECD first cohort theses have been published in
December 2010 during the year.

- 18-20 issues of Bangladesh ECD Newsletters
were published.

MoU with government institutions
May

NAEM and IED entered in to an agreement
particularly to be the lead partner in carrying out
the Action Research on Inclusive Education in
Bangladesh’.

Cultural function

After the completion of the MEd. course, the first
cohort students participated in a cultural program
in May 2010. The program included songs,
drama and poetry recitation. It was a farewell
function for the MEd. participants.

Dr. Faith Lamb Parker, faculty Columbia
University with the 2nd batch MSc students

cohort) (September - October). The third
cohort of the MSc was enrolled in the
certificate course during this month.

October

-  EDUS501 Educational Theories and
Practices: A Critique (2nd cohort MEd).

- ECDS521: Foundation of Early Childhood
Development (3rd cohort certificate).

November

- EDUS02 Learning Improvements in
Education: Ongoing Works in Bangladesh
(2nd cohort MEd).

- ECD526 Contemporary Issues In ECD —
Postgraduate Diploma (2nd cohort)
(November - December).

- ECDS525: Working with Families (3rd
cohort certificate).

December

- A 10 day short course on EDUS504:
Research Methods 1: Reading Research
and Writing Report of 4 credits was
facilitated by Dr. Mainus Sultan in
December 2010. The participants were
from NAPE, NAEM, Upazila Resource
Centre (URC) and IED.

- ECDS523: Play and Creativity (December
2009 — January 2010).

-  ECD523: Play and Creativity (3rd cohort
certificate).

- 1ED supported NCTB to develop Grade I
and II textbooks in four color
incorporating new illustrations. These
books are currently being used by all
govt. and non-govt. primary children of
Bangladesh. It is to be mentioned here
that IED is one of the members of the
national curriculum review committee of
NCTB.

Study tours/ visits of IED staff

June — September

- A staff member from research went to the
University of Sussex for 4 months from
June to September 2010 (under CREATE
Project).

- One staff member from ECDRC went to
Mackaray University in Australia to
participate in a workshop related to ECD
in Emergency.

- The Head of ECDRC participated in the
World Congress on ECD in Moscow.

October

A 9 member team from NCTB and IED visited
Sri Lanka. The purpose of the visit was to
learn first-hand from the education system of
Sri Lanka and incorporate feasible ideas in the
national curriculum reform of Bangladesh.

November

- A 7 member team from IED and GoB
visited Tamil Nadu to learn from the
state run project on ‘Activity based
learning’.

- One member of the Academic group
participated in the regional conference
on ‘Reorienting teacher education for
EFA and ESD’ held in Bangkok.
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An Innovative E_iative of BRACU

The Residential Semester (RS) was the outcome
of initial strategic thinking exercises of BRAC
University Initiative for Learning and
Development (BUILD) which took place during
the early development phase of the university.
The first RS was organized in the year 2003
(summer semester with 44 students). By 2010 a
total of 25 Residential Semesters were organized
and a total of 3906 students were graduated from
RS. The question on what type of students BRAC
University would like to prepare was raised and
discussed thoroughly. It was decided that BRAC
University would like to see its graduates as
competent, enlightened, value driven and
responsive citizens of the country. The RS has
been designed and incorporated in the process of
university curriculum to achieve those objectives.
The present section of the report documented the
various activities of the Residential Semester for
the year 2010 (Spring: 239> Summer: 24" and
Fall: 25th)

The Residential Semester (RS) at BRAC
University has already earned a great reputation
and became very popular among the students. It is
commonly said that BRAC students attending the
Residential Semester cry twice; firstly while
going there (as they don’t like to leave their
families) and secondly while they are coming
back from the semester (this time they don’t like
to leave the campus).

All students studying in BRACU are required to
attend the Residential Semester. However, they do
their first semester in the Mohakhlai Campus and
they need to attend RS at Savar Campus during
their second semester. Systematic efforts were
taken to design the implementation phase of this
semester. This semester has two components:
Academic and Extended Learning Activities
(ELA). In the academic component only three
courses are taught: a) Bangladesh Study, b) Ethics

and Culture, and c) English and in the ELA the
students are involved with a significant number of
experiential learning activities. The major focus
of this semester is take out the students from their
comfort zones of living (many of the students
have never been out of their families) and putting
them in a challenging situation living at Savar BU
Campus where they are required to share and care
with their fellow learners. The process has been
designed to nurture the potentials of the students
in various areas of their interest and to develop
their leadership, communication skill, team
building skills. “In fact, RS has helped us to
rediscover ourselves. We learnt a new meaning of
our lives”, opined one of the RS graduates. While
staying in the campus they are required to use
English for communicating with each other both
in the classrooms and outside the classroom. This
practice helps all of the students to enhance their
fluency in English. The course on Bangladesh
Study emphasizes on making the students realize
that they should feel proud of being Bangladeshi.
Another compulsory course, Ethics and Culture,
prepares our students to be ethically driven both
in their way of thinking and behaving.

Objective of the RS:

® Exposing the students in community living
and preparing them to be socially responsible
persons.

® Nurturing the students to be ethical in their
way of thinking and behavior

® Understanding and appreciating the history
and culture of Bangladesh.

® Enhancing their communicative English.

® Fostering the creativity and leadership quality
of the students.

® Preparing them to be sensitive on cultural
diversity.
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Extended Learning Activities (ELA)

Extended Learning Activities are an integral part
of RS where students learn by doing things for
themselves. These are outside-classroom-
activities and designed to help students reinforce
their classroom learning. These activities are also
integrated with the three academic courses
delivered in this semester. A list of these
activities is mentioned below:

Wall magazine

Language course

Project Based Presentation

Debate

Quiz

Spelling competition

Vegetables and Fruits Carving

BRAC Program visit

Village Immersion Visit

Historical places visit

Drama

Folk song and music

Movies & Documentaries

Social learning lab

Organization visit

Theater

Campus Activities:
®  Sports

Cultural activities

°

® [eadership building exercise
® Observing historical day

°

Seminars and workshops

Integration of Learning among Courses and
Extended Learning Activities:

Several discussions meetings and consultations
are usually organized with all key stakeholders
(Director CfL, Faculty involved in RS teaching,
Faculty of TLC, House Tutors, Campus Super
and other support staff) before the beginning of
each semester to review the course curricula, the
number of ELA to be used and the processes of
integrating learning among the academic courses
and the ELA. Through this special semester,
BRACU wants to ensure that every student will
become a ‘complete being’ by bringing a
harmony between academic learning and the real
life experiences. These activities allow students to
actively participate and learn by doing it. Also,
individual course and inter course reflection
meetings are being held every week, by the
teachers to share experiences of various courses
and make plan of course integration for the next
week. Moreover, individual teachers prepare
lesson plans and course materials according to the
course objectives and they share their proposed
steps and materials for the class and get feedback
from others. This process is practiced regularly
during the entire semester to maintain unity and
integration between course objectives. Cross class
visits, another form of integration strategy, helps
teachers to understand the scopes and process of
integration better. Besides, the students need to
write a synthesis report on Reflection of Learning
on their courses. This process has been
introduced to develop the ability of students’
critical thinking.
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Students Mix of 2010 (spring, summer and fall
semester):

A total of 752 students (358 female and 394
male students) were graduated from RS during
2010. Please see the table # 01 below:

PROGRAM| MALE | FEMALE | TOTAL
LLB 24 28 52
BBS 201 155 356
CSE 38 22 60
ECE 17 12 29
ENH 10 40 50
ESS 12 24 36
ARC 13 41 54
EEE 78 35 113
APE 1 1 2
TOTAL 394 358 752

The trend of students graduated from the RS
during 2003 to 2009 is shown in Table # 02.

Number of RS Students:(2003 - 2009)

Year/Semester | Spring | Summer | Fall | Total
2003 44 164 208
2004 100 110 140 350
2005 84 130 269 483
2006 223 177 135 535
2007 96 175 193 464
2008 152 251 162 565
2009 122 237 190 549
Grand Total 3154

Academic and Extended Learning Actitiveis
taken in the Year 2010:

The Beginning of RS Journey: A Day Long
Orientation

A daylong orientation programme for the newly
enrolled students of RS was organized at Markuli
hall on January 16, May 15 and September 18 for
Spring, Summer and Fall Semester of 2010
respectively. The sessions were facilitated by
Professors Md. Golam Samdani Fakir, Pro-VC of
BRACU and Mahfuzul Bari Chowdhury, Campus
Superintendent of Savar Campus, where all the
staff and teachers of Savar Campus introduced
themselves to the students. Course teachers of
three courses of RS (Bangladesh Studies, Ethics
and Culture and English) gave short briefings
about their courses. In those sessions students
worked in groups to develop their social capital
(norms they need to follow) which they
themselves would follow during their stay at
Savar Campus. The group works were followed
by a plenary sessions for finalizing their list of
social capital. The social capital was prepared
based on three cardinal principles: a) what they
believe, b) which they are going to practice and ¢)
which they are going to promote. Later on, all the
students endorsed the final list of social capital by
putting their personal signature on it. The social
capital became an integral part of Ethics and
Culture course and all the faculty teaching in RS
are responsible for effective implementation of
this social capital both in the class and outside the
class. The application of social capital is
monitored based on some well chosen indicators
both in the mid term exam and final exam.

Social Learning Lab: A Unique Simulation
Exercise on Experiential Learning

Social Learning Lab is one most the powerful
experiential learning exercise in which all of the
students are involved in different identified days
in batches to take over and manage the entire
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Savar BRACU campus by themselves. It is a day
when most of the laborers and administrative staff
enjoy day off and the students take entire
responsibility to run the center. In this simulation
process all the positions (both managerial and
support staff) of the center are replaced (by
lottery) by the students and they mange the center
for the whole day. In the evening, all of the
students, involved in Social Learning Lab, sit
together, share their personal learning from this
exercise. The very purpose of this exercise is to
make the students realize the importance of all
kinds of jobs including the jobs that require
physical labour. Three Social Learning Lab days
were organized in each semester of 2010.

Seminars / Workshops:
Seminar on Drug Abuse

Seminar on drug abuse was organized in each
semester. The seminars were moderated by
Brother Ronald Drahozal, CSC, director of
APON (Ashokti Punarbashan Nibash). He
explained how APON is working to provide drug
addiction treatment and rehabilitation services
and makes these services readily available and

accessible for the drug addicts. One of those
recovering drug addicts of APON was always
there in the seminar to share his experiences.

Presentation on Chinese Language & Culture:

Presentations on Chinese Language & Culture
were held on January 23 and May 25, 2010 and
conducted by Mr. Abdur Rahim & Mr. Quilong,
two Chinese Instructors of CfL. All the students
of RS were present in the sessions.

Creating Residential Semester Blog:

Sessions on blogging were held at Markuli Hall
on May 20 and October 13, 2010 where the usage
of blog was discussed in details. The sessions
were conducted by Mr. Asif Kamal. Later a Blog
for Savar Residential Semester was created for
RS students.

Seminar on Adibashi:

On 25 October, a lecture on Adibashi was held at
Markuli hall as a part of extended learning
activity of Bangladesh studies course. Mr. Sanjib
Drong conducted the session.

Meet the Employers career counseling session
held at Savar semester:

'Meet the Employers', a two hour semi-formal
session on career counseling for the students of
Savar Residential Campus, was held on 6th
November 2010. The session was intended to
provide some essential guidelines to the
participants on deciding their future careers.
Besides, it aimed to create the synergy between
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BRAC and BRAC University by sharing the
information about the programmes of both the
organizations. Mr Muhammad A. (Rumee) Alj,
Managing Director of BRAC Enterprises; Mr
Jishu Tarafder, Chief Executive Officer of
CORPORATECOACH and Ms Tahmina Zaman
Khan, Executive Committee Member of BRAC
University Alumni Association were the special
guests at the event.

The guests discussed on the issues related to the
present job market and answered the questions
from the audience. Additionally, Mr Muhammad
A. (Rumee) Ali focused on the concepts and
operational aspects of BRAC's various enterprises
and encouraged students to value their
commitments to the society. In this regard he
emphasized on the need for having more social
entrepreneurs in the country. The students of
BRAC University Savar Residential Campus
participated in the session actively and raised a
good number of questions during the question/
answer session. Mr Md Mahfuzul Bari

Chowdhury, the Campus Superintendent,
concluded the session with a vote of thanks.

'Seminar on 'Grooming and Etiquettes':

A seminar on 'Grooming and Etiquettes' was
organized at Savar Residential Campus on 25th
November 2010 and facilitated by Kazi Sarmad
Karim, Lecturer of CfL. The session was informal
in nature and the discussion was mainly focused
on three aspects: how students' appropriate
appearance, self-esteem and basic mobile phone
manners help create a positive learning
environment, boost confidence and maintain
social etiquettes. Some videos on both European
and American styles of dining were also shown to
acquaint students with basic dining etiquettes in
formal situations. At the end, Mr. Md Mahfuzul
Bari Chowdhury, the Campus Superintendent,
concluded the session by sharing some of his
personal anecdotes contrasting the eating habits in
Bangladesh and the rest of the world.

Orientation on BRAC:

I S BRAC
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A session on BRAC was organized on November
9, 2010 at 6:00 pm at Markuli Hall, Savar
Residential Semester. Mr. Abdur Rahman, Senior
Faculty Member from BRAC Training Division
facilitated the session which continued till 7:40
pm. All the students and staff of RS attended the
session. At the beginning of the session, a short
documentary on BRAC, named "New Horizon"
was  screened  which

introduced BRAC very

comprehensibly  within

twenty one minutes. Soon

after that, the speaker

started the session showing

the picture of Sir Fazle

Hasan Abed ( the founder of

BRAC and BRACU)

mentioning how a man's

vision could bring about a revolutionary change
in Bangladesh and in many other countries of the
world. The students asked many questions which
were helpful to have better clarity about BRAC
vision, mission and progamme activities.

Mental Health & Counseling:

On 10th June, 2010 the Counseling Unit, TLC

arranged a workshop on “Orientation on
counseling services” at Savar Campus, from 2:00
pm to 4:00 pm for residential students. All the
students (334) of residential Semester were
present in the seminar. Farida Akter, a
Psychologist and Mahbuba Naznin Sani, lecturer
and senior counselor of ESS, conducted the
workshop. At that workshop Anjuman Ara Eva,
Shahenour Akter and Majumdar Arifa Ahmed -
Counselors of BRAC University were present.
The objective of the workshop was to help the
students to be aware about the role of the
counseling team.

CfL Weekends:

CfL Weekend activities are organized three
times in each semester. To inspire the students to
speak and flourish his/her respective hidden

talent, CfL offers and organizes, like every
semester, many different extra curricular
activities at Savar Campus such as Jewelery box
making, debating, quiz competition, Wall
Magazine, creative writing, drama writing and so
on. Whatever activities the students are involved
in, they do communicate in English with each
other, work in groups and nourish their dormant
talent. Lady Syeda
Sarwat Abed, Director
CfL was present on the
final weekends in each
semester and
distributed prizes
amongst the winners of
various activities.
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RS Days:

The RS Day is observed in each semester where
noted personalities are invited to talk as the Chief
Guest. The RS Day of Spring semester was held
on 7th March. Major (Retd.) Kamrul Hassan
Bhuiyan, Chairman & Chief Researcher, Center
for Bangladesh Liberation War Studies was the
Guest of Honor for that day. He shared some of
his experiences of liberation war with the
students. The program was conducted by the
secretary of the student body. The RS Day of the
Summer semester was held on June 24, 2010.
Professor Ainun Nishat, Vice Chancellor,
BRACU was the Guest of Honor. Professor Md
Golam Samdani Fakir, Pro-Vice Chancellor,
BRACU, Professor Syed M Hashemi, Director,
BRAC Development Institute (BDI), Faculty
members, Staffs of BRACU and BRAC were
also present in the function. The RS Day of Fall
semester was held on October 12, 2010.
Professor Jeff Unsicker, SIT Graduate Institute,
Vermont, USA, was the Guest of Honor. The

guest gave a speech on "professional career
development". On behalf of the students, Jayed
Mohammad Shams, the Semester Secretary
received the guest and gave welcome speech.
Later part of the program was conducted by
Cathy Bipasha Sarker, Sports Secretary of that
week. Director CfL, Director BDI, Direactor
BRAC Training Division and the Registrar of
BRAC University were also present in that
program. After the speeches a cultural show was
organized by the students. A dinner party
followed the show.

Visits:
Museum Visits:

As a part of the Bangladesh studies course
DEV101, all students, in groups, visited
Liberation War Museum. From these visits, the
students had opportunities to get a clearer
understanding of national history and heritage.

Village Visit:

As a part of the Bangladesh studies course
DEV101, all students visited some of the villages
nearby the Savar Campus during the semester.
The students were divided into groups, one to
each village. Each group was led by a teacher or
staff of RS. Through these visits, students were
exposed to the Bangladeshi village-life and its
culture.  Campus  superintendent also
accompanied the students in some of these visits.
After returning from the villages the students
took part in reflection sessions in the evening.
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Cultural Programs:

A large number of cultural programs were
organized throughout the year in all 3 semesters.
The students performed dance, songs, drama,
fashion show, etc. The students, teachers, staff of
RS and the participants of TARC greatly enjoyed
the shows.

Sports:

Various games and sports were organized
throughout the three semesters in Savar Campus.

Besides regular games and sports, competitions
were held in a number of events. Both boys and
girls participated in these competitions. Major
events included: Cricket, Handball, Volleyball
and Badminton. Prizes were given in a ceremony
held at the end of each semester.

Celebrating BRAC:

In August 6, 7 and 8, students and faculty
members of BRAC University Savar campus
spent three days knowing about BRAC's vision
and learning about the myriad of development
activities that BRAC engages in, bringing
difference in the lives of tens of millions of poor
people. Though housed within the BRAC family,
students rarely get a chance to understand
BRAC's mission and activities. The Savar
campus therefore decided to host a BRAC Day
(which soon became a BRAC weekend) to share
with students the journey of BRAC. Students
spend three days listening to BRAC staff discuss
its early years, viewing documentaries of the
organisation's activities, and learning from
BRAC programme managers about their
achievements and the future challenges they
expect to address. In those three days, students
organised performances based on BRAC
programmes and a quiz show to test their skills
on their knowledge of the largest NGO in the
world. Different BRAC programmes also set up
colourful stalls to share their information.
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The 3 day BRAC celebration began with the
screening of New Horizon, a documentary
reflecting on the early years of BRAC by Abdur
Rahman, Senior Trainer of BRAC. On the second
day there were panel discussions on 3 major
BRAC programmes, led by Safiqul Islam,
Director of the BRAC Education Programme and
Babar Kabir, Director of WASH Programme. A
group staged a play where through songs, dances
and interesting dialogues social messages were
conveyed to the audience. This is one of the ways
that BRAC builds awareness in local
communities. The third day began with a big
rally participated by Pro-VC, Professor Golam
Samdani Fakir, the Registrar, Department Heads
and Heads of the Institutes of BRAC University,
and the Executive Director, Directors and senior
staff of BRAC.

Many of BRAC programmes set up stalls to
display their information and materials. These
included BRAC programmes in Microfinance,
Human Rights Legal Services, Social
Development, Health, Advocacy & Gender,
Education, Targeting Ultra Poor, Agriculture,
Research & Evaluation, and BRAC International.
Aarong too had a stall to provide their
information.

Lady Syeda Sarwat Abed, Director, Center for
Languages and Professor Syed Hashemi,
Director, BRAC Development Institute, co-
organised this event. They said they would
continue this event each semester so that students
not only understand BRAC better but also learn
about the possibilities of taking on seemingly
impossible challenges and successfully bring
about transformation in the lives of the poor.

Ekushey February:

In line with the spirit of Amar Ekushey, RS
students observed Shaheed Day and International
Mother Language Day at TARC, Savar. Students,
teachers and staff of BRACU took part in
Probhat Ferry (Morning Procession) at 7:30 am

and placed floral wreaths at the Shaheed Minar
on February 21, 2010. The students of
Architecture built the Minar on the campus. In
the evening, a cultural Programme was also
organized by TARC Staff to mark the Day.
Students rendered songs on Ekushey. Earlier,
Jibon Theke Neya, a movie written and directed
by Zahir Raihan, was screened.

Wall Magazine Article:

The first issue of Wall Magazine Articles was
launched by the Campus Super on February 21,
2010 following the Probhat Ferry. It was
inaugurated by Mr. Mahfuzul Bari Chowdhury
along with his RS team and most of the RS
students were present at that time.

A group of Japanese students visit Savar
Campus:

A group of Japanese students from SWITCH (an
association of the Japanese Universities whose
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aim is to strengthening relationship through
cultural exchange) Visited Savar Campus on
February 11 and March 11, 2010. They took part
in Volleyball, Bou Chee, Kana Machi, Cock-
fight, Sumo Wresting with our students. They
presented their country and gave a vivid picture
about their country through a power point
presentation and question answering session and
in the same way our students also presented
Bangladesh. A cultural program was held where
the Japanese students performed their traditional
fashion show and dances and our students also
did the same.

Kite Flying Day at Savar Campus:

RS students organized a 'Kite Flying Day' at BU
Campus, Savar on March 18, 2010. The students
had great fun threading the kites and then flying
them in the play field. This was a record Kkite-
flying day since the 'Chaitra’ breeze helped all
the kites fly very high in the sky. The staff of
BRACU, teachers and house tutors also actively
took part in the event.

Parents Days:

”Parents’ Days” were
organized in each semester
and most of the students’
parents came to see their
wards. It was a day of joy and
happiness.

Art Exhibition:

The RS Students organized art
exhibition at Savar campus on
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March 22, 2010. The inauguration of the event
was held at Anandopur at 5:30 PM. It was
inaugurated by honorable campus superintendent
Mr. Mahfuzul Bari Chowdhury.

Independence Day Program at Savar
Campus:

On the eve of Independence Day, students, staff
and faculty members of RS organized a program
at the Residential Campus of BRAC University,
TARC, Savar. The program started in the
morning with a rally of students, RS Campus
Super, faculty members and other staff of
BRACU and BRAC. They placed a flower
wreath at the replica of National Memorial at
TARC, Savar. A cricket competition was also
arranged on that day and students and faculty
members participated in the competition. In the
evening a cultural program was organized and
students rendered songs, recited poems and

performed dance.

MuKtijuddho Dibosh:

On 3™ July “Muktijuddho Dibosh” at Savar
campus organized by BDI and CfL was a huge
success. The campus got festive look with
Bangladesh flags all over. The Program started at
10.30 with the singing of the national anthem and
the hoisting of the national flag. Students listened
to the emotional speech of Major Kamrul Islam
who was in sector 2 during the war. Many students
were wiping their eyes. Dr. Hashemi (director of
BDI) invited four of his comrades from the Crack
Platoon to reminisce with the students. This was
the most decorated platoon of the Mukti Bahini
and was responsible for many of the daring
operations in Dhaka, including the bombing of the
Sheraton Hotel (then Intercontinental), they talked
about their training, their lives as guerrillas and
some of their operations. The students listened in
rapt attention throughout the 2 hour 10 minute
program; quite a feat for them.

Students had also organized speeches on what the
war of liberation meant to them, and a very lively

debate on the role of women in the war of
independence. Students also organized a one hour
cultural program singing songs from 1971,
reciting poems and reading letters of Shahids.
Someone even read out a newly composed
"Charam Patra" reflecting the Shadhin Bangla
Betar Kendra presentations by Late M R Akhtar
Mukul.

Sir Abed's Documentary:

On 21st October, the first part of Sir Abed's
Documentary was screened at Markuli hall from
2:00pm-4:00pm which was followed by a quiz.
Mr. Mahbub (faculty of Bangladesh Studies)
conducted the program. The 2nd part of the
documentary was screened on 28 October, same
time and same venue, and ended up with a quiz.

Popular Theater:
ZOAR: A drama

As part of Extended Learning Activity, Popular
Theater titled "ZOAR” on BRAC Programs &
Activities was held in Savar Campus on November
03, 2010 by BRAC popular theater group,
Mymensingh. The program started at 6:10 pm and
continued till 7:15 pm. It was held at DURANTO
field and for that a beautiful stage was built there.
Students along with faculty members (Mr.
Ahammad & Mr. Reza), staff of BRACU, BRAC
and BRAC trainees sat on three sides of the stage
and enjoyed the show to the fullest. The content of
the show included all BRAC programs and
activities such as BRAC Education Program,
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Pohela Boishak at Savar Campus:

To celebrate the Bengali New Year, the students
of BRACU Savar Campus organized a daylong
'Bioshakhi Program' on April 14, 2010. The
daylong program was started with 'Panta- Elish'
at BHITHEKA as Bangalee tradition. All the
teachers, staff, students took part in the program.
Then there was a "Barshobaron program" where
students performed Bengali song, dance etc.
After that the final six a side cricket tournament
was held between students' team and RS staffs'
team and RS staffs' team won the match by 18
runs. The Boishakhi program was a great success
in terms of student participation.
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BRAC Health Program, BRAC Microfinance,
BRAC Advocacy etc. They have presented all
activities and program through role play.

SHABDHAN:

On 28th November, BRAC Popular Theatre
staged a play titled “Shabdhan” or “Warning. The
play used a fictional story line to depict the
adverse effects of Drugs on a person’s life
leading to his demise and the suffering of the
family. Also, the play wonderfully showed how
peer pressure and rural politics can tie in with
drug dealing and how lack of knowledge and
awareness easily exploited people. The execution
of the short play was intentionally very harshly
comical, excessively loud, and extendedly
dramatic, which was appropriate to spread
awareness against drug to the rural population.
The topic was also very relevant for the students,
as many in this age tend to be victims.

Overall, the messages delivered were well
received and acknowledged by the students. How
much of it will actually be practiced, let alone be
promoted, is certainly debatable but the seeds of
inquiry has certainly been engraved. What is
required now is proper environment and food for
thought for them to grow.

Theatre at Savar Campus:

Drishyapat’s “Socrates er Jobanbondhi”

Theatre is a major tool for disseminating

awareness and knowledge to a variety of people
— and students constitute a major portion of those

“people.” TARC’s humanities course delves into
this by introducing both stage and local theatre to
circulate concepts related to the course, each
performance leading to taking steps in
embedding simple thoughts in students to
become the ideal man.

Probably the most remarkable and engaging of
the performances shown in TARC’s 25t batch
Fall 10 semester was that of Drishyapat’s
Socrates er Jobanbondhi. It was a play that
portrayed segments of Socrates’ life and how he
chose to take hemlock and ended his life for
pursuing truth and truth only in its purity. The
play relied much on comedy and shrewd snide
thought provoking remarks that were remarkably
executed to draw audience’s attention. The first
half of the play depicted how normal civilians
named and called themselves “Socrates” just to
hide real Socrates away. Finally, we see that
Socrates surrendered to the authority himself.

Socrates was portrayed as a happy go lucky old
man with shiny white beard and a charismatic
presence that never failed to convince people,
and as one who never feared to speak the truth
with plain and simple logic. The second half of
the play ended in tragedy as they portrayed how
false accusations diminished the position of logic
and blind religious fundamentalism led to the
rejection of logic, forcing Socrates to take
hemlock. The play wonderfully displayed how a
simple man standing steadfastly for the truth
brought about a silent revolution, which was later
followed by Mahatma Gandhi. In one word, the
play was brilliant.
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