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Partition of 1947: The Trauma and the Triumph 

 

Most commentators on the Partition of Bengal in 1947 have focused on the trauma 

experienced by the displaced men and women and the refugees. But trauma is only 

one side of the coin. What is equally true and important is the fact that the 

traumatized fought back against all odds in the new country where they had 

arrived. This was their triumph. Especially women refugees, who not only set up 

homes but also acquired the qualifications needed to become crucial bread 

winners. The refugee women became school teachers, clerks, typists and 

stenographers in the teeming city of Kolkata.  

 

In this paper, Professor Dasgupta emphasizes this memorable dimension of 

triumph experienced by the refugee-women who, in fact, changed the 

physiognomy of Kolkata’s working world. What also deserves mention is that 

demure and withdrawn women of West Bengal followed their counterparts and 

stepped out of their homes to become working women as well. 

 
 


